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SOME 65 yeats !8o, as wcll as
winnins thc S@ond World
war, th€ govemne was
thinking about how all lhe
hom€s damagcd in thc bliiz

Clenly hundreds or
thousands of new honrcs would
bc n€edcd. In those ddys,
solutions to such nationd
problems were not leii n)
'markct for@s i c.nlral aod
local govemmenls sa* ir as
then problem. The rcsuh w.s
the post'war building boom.

Some poliliciaf, s, arehilecls
and s@ial rcformen saw rhe

wrcr qlq 1.1

tuture as lying *rth bkrks ot
flais, although most of tbeso
indiliduah would nol wanl to
Iivc in flats th€rnselves.
Surveys (by Mas-Ob*nation)
ot ianilies made homele$ by
rhc *ar painted a rather

After being boeders in other
p€ople s houses evoryonc
wantcd a hoDe oltheir owni.n
aspnatn,n which could well be
met by liviog in a na(.

However, the most wanred
'drem homc was a smdll
modem suburbdn house wirh

Withour qu€stion lhey
wanted privocy, a litl€ gddcn
and a building which rcspnded
to some donEstic pride,

Churehillplanned half a
million pr€fabricaled houses
allhough. in the end, less thrn
2m.000 we.c buih. As tar N I
know, none werc consiruclcd In
Ho.sham bui therc arc srilla

few places wberc these lillle
homes, intended 10 la{ lnr live
yetus, arc still {!nd,ng, nosr of
$em lenderly kn)ked aiier and
loled by their residents.

Ho.shan. lite most places,
had conlcntionsl brick'built
council houses. Althougb nrany
are flars, most of rhese de two-
srorey unns th.l look (and bel)
like semi-detdhed houses.

Thosc that were not sold off
in the Thalche. ycms are dow
owncd by hourin8 asciarions.

The surprising lhing is how
lirde has chanScd in pcople s
sttitudes. Although ilat-
dwelling suils $m€. tt seens
ihat matry people wolid sriu
prcb! to live io a house wnb a

Developcn lccognisc lhis. so
ih 

 

is what they have mosrly
bccn building lbr sale. Aul
when it comes to rhe quora ol-
alli,rdable homes which rhcy
arc requircd to build (if

enforced by thc council
pldnere), delelopers choose lo

'This iDmediltely sets lhe
social bousing apan iron rhe
owneFoccupied. Nor rhe route
which sociologists Nonmend

Affordable housinS is not

govemment edict ibr cnerSy-
saving ('greeD ) conslruction
which is considerubly more
costly than ! slanCard holse.
This makes de!elopeB doubly
reluotant as we iue see'ng in

Mary of us licl lhat
HoBham Disldcl Coutrcil has
lost its way. By relaxing lts
quota of affordable homes n is
satisfying n€l$er rhe locll nccd

By allowinS designs which
diti$ lion' owncL({.upie!
hoDcs il is likcly ro stolc up

prcbleDs fbr the tuiue,
recalli.g the sti€da which Dsed
to be an4hed lo council

Thc basic problem sems lo
be that councih hale lost the

Ye\, we have overall
'slntegic' plans, but vhal

Ordo we lcalc lhal k)
Ddker forces? Sonrehow I
doubr ifrhat will gile ui the

The Horshan Society is
conccmed tbout the p.st,
prcseat tnd futnrc of Ihe bwn,
U seeks to prcnntc 8oo.!
planniry ud .lcsign fot the
buih cnvinnnent and open
spa.cs. Menll€nhip of the
Hotrhan So.iety is open to
anlone vho shates thesc

ifonfttion. 'isit lhe ||chritc
ew,,^_Dr,rso.rcry.ora or


