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IT lS ofien said rhar good dcsiSn 's
a marL.r ofopinion and in an
earli€r aniclc I suggosr.d that ir
would b€ the bcttcr for bcin!
inronn€d opinion. Thar of ;urse
.ais€d thc quesrion - what infonns
it?

In a latcr adicl. I sugt.sred rhar
tnc braln shoes a srong desm ro

nnd order in a diso.dcdy wo.ld,
ord.r vhich can bc crprcss.d
vrsuairy as pan.ms and
proponions (musically as scat.s

NGurcscicnc. t€lk us rhat our
brains hav€ a liking for pancm,
ma*iDg and arc hard-wircd to
rcspond to rul€s to s.par.!e what
we n.cd to know fiom all tbrt
th..e is to know. Thcs. secm lo
have b.cn r€cogni!€d first by
Indian marh.maticians but they
wert enrhusiaedcally raten up by
tnc (lassical CEk6

So much for what our heads tcll
us. What.lo our hcans tetl ur?
ASain ncuroscienc€ comes to our
help. Trrc limbic syslem of ou.

brain (appar.ndy rhe oldcsr pan)
sNes a reg! of fucrione ard
th€s. itrclud. our long-t€m and

W€ can supposc that thcse .ff€ct
our rea.tions to th€ world a$und
ur - wc all know just how
pow.rful thc sm€ll of ncw-mo1'n
gr$s can bc. We nusr not b!
sulprisd if, subconsciousty, lhff.
roac0ons influenc. sllour opinions
(€rcn if th€y carnot bc saidio

Sciencc har lefi alchenr bchind
bur stillhft a long $ay ro Bo ad,
wio tnining and 6tudy. il 6
p$siblc to und€rstand somcthinr
of ihc forccs that subconsciousli
influene our anitud€s and ih€r to

go a sicp tuni.r - to appty that
und.rstanding to achieve son.

lr k here p.ftaps rhar opinron
and intormed opinion w'ltnor se?
€y€ ro ey€ a.d wh€n ftc batane
has to bc struck b.tween rh.
taditional and the mod.m,
bctween rhc historical ahd rhc

This is padicularly imporiart
when wc conc rojudge public
d.sign in g.ncral and plsnnhg
appncauons m pamcurar.

A major obsiaclc to th€ Dursun
of rhe high slanded of puStr
desigD to which w€ say ve aspirc
rs D€ sev.r. shonarc of
applicarions of qualty. pcrhaps thc

fint question w€ should ask is
what do€s e applicarion say to

This will help to focus our
anention. discovc. whethcr rhe
au$or has anything yodh sayrng
&d quesrion rhe valu€s thc,
€xprcss b€foE we consid.r vhar,
as tlle m.l||s to an ond, w€ want to
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