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IN A PREVIOUS aniclc we
proposed that it good dcsign is
r tnater of opinion then ii is
bene. if il is infoD.dopiDior
'rnd suggested thar ir is
impona 

 

that the experts ec

We also asked what mak.s
m e(pen I If ir is somcone with
ext€nsive knowledge and
exp€rience of lheir subject what

TherehateDdencyto
believc that desigD is govemed

by rulcs deiding what is 'rigbl'
fld 'wrcng' - that exFns
how aboui lhem which leaves
lhose who do mt feeling at a
disadrutaSc cven if they still

Arc thcrc Edly tbes oles?
To soD. cxtcnt ther€ e. It
scms th&1 w€ n€cd them to
bring ord.r io a disord.rly
wo.ld. o.de. which can be
exprossld vbually as paiems
and p.oponions (musically as
sal.! and hffmonie s). It can

To trk. jurt ore .nrnpl€ the
Grc.ks - dd thc Babyloniaff
ed Eglpti.ns before them, fte
Rom6s ancr ftcm - werc
farcinaLd by mth€matical
rules b go!.m ihe system of
p.oponions which iDcluded the
clasical Ord.B ed the Colden

Ratio.
Shapes, together with

poiiiical, eonomic, practical
featurcs m the warp and the
weft of the fab.ic which we call
a stylei it is surpiising how
d.ep the influence of a style
c.n run and how long it ca!
lan. Does this suggest th.r ir is

For exanple, 2,m0 years
ago lhe RomrJl Vitruvius - a
man of ged leaning - stote
his book On &ehit€cture to
Suide lhe design of buildings. lt
was copied ftom time to time
lnd then n wa! eagerly picked
up by a young ltalian
ston€mason. the soon to b€
admied archited Palladio
0508-1580).

It wa! introdue€d in Brita'n
by lrrd Burlington, architect

dd patrotr, otr his rctum ftoD
the Grand Tou ed today an
exhibinon at the Royal
Academy celebrates the 50oth
anniveBary of Paltadio s birth.

Unfonumtely whd worked
so well in the Italian sun
work€d less well under leldcn
Erylish skies thoueh its
influence, not least the
imponanc€ it tached to
synmetry and propofiion, is
sdll wnh us - and we know it
as $e Georgian period.

Th€re have been many oher
styles in which the expens hrve
played $en pan and will
conrinue ro do so and I believe
we aft endtled to wonder
whether tlere ffe some deep€r

My Suess is that OeR aie
and those of us who sludy

soFething ofihem withoD! as
yet. idendfying them.

Howevcr d€ep they lie in oui
neu6l systems the new brain
sclnning techniques, such as
iunctional mgnetic rcsonance
inagirg, de giving us glimp\cs
of whai may bc goirg on.

Ore day I bope to nnd out. if
not in tiis world then in the
next.just why the Colden Rario

The Hotshtm So.iety is
coaccmed abott the town's
past, !.Iesent tnd tutu/'' and

seeks to yonote good plwing
and desien fbr the buift

envimnment and open spaccs.
Fot non infomanon aN

details on how to jon lifit o
wcbsnc

w e. h onh an soc iet y. o I I o t
te lcphooe 0 I /loi 27 2E I 1.
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