
Aviva - new name, same old story
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YOU CANNOT have failed lo

advedjFm.ntr f@tunng fanous
@lebritics who have changed

They are pan of an exp€nsive
€branding of lhe old alld truit d
Norwich UnioD 6 pan of ar
exciting inremational brand -

Why is this of interest to us in
Horshm? Norwich Unior. now
Aviva. is the o*nef of Swm

Walk shoppinS centE. It wd
Norwich Unioo that promiwd
the rctum of I-Me McKean's
muchlove.l swd sulptuie.
Tb wd w€U ov€r a year ago.
yet the situatio! relnahs

Last sumner. tft r rnlny
r€mirdem, lie $ulDiu€ was
r€olmcd without it! plinth and
cs.ntial ftoving water. Fot
softe month! it hr! Dr!8.ncd a
sorry pictu€ perchdl on sn ugly
low box. TIlo sulptur! is
supposd to depict swans
landing on w.t!r, not a box.

The Honham Socicty has
tried !o cstlblish whar is going
on. Wc wrct€ to Aviva lnd the
swan Wr.lk na$ag€m.nt in
D€cember io exprcs th.
concem of ou @Inb.n and a*
when th. sulptuft would b€

Aviva did not r€ply. The tocal
tn nager told us that sh. hd
had difficulties h identifying a
suitlble design for Oe plitlh.
Odd you miglt n\int, since
th.rc wa6 nothinS wroDg with
the origiml derigrl

This l€d ul !o susp..t lhat
Aviva is not going to r€stor€ the
moving waEr. A direct qu$non
to Swan Wrik managem.nt
abour when the sculpturc wil bc
tully restorcd ard wh.th.r thcy
would 6nfm thal it wiU
includc running water has not
b..n ensw€red. Neither has
there b€.n any rcspons. ftoft

Ou cdrcspond€nce wilh
Aviva and Swan walk can bc
viewed on oul wcbsit .

In lhc $al€ of things, with
mart.ts crashinS and retail€n
closing. onc might b€ forgivcn

for thinkinS this is a rebnvely
trivial issue. but i is not. Il is a
mner of hon€sty .nd trust.

It is a story. all rm comon I
suspect. of lbsentee ladlords

commuities within which they

Aviva is proud to tell us n is
b international company. swu
walk is managed on Aviva s
b€hrlf by lones Lds L,asalle.
another multimtional ba$d it
Chicaso.

Th.y proudy state th€y @
'in buliness !o crcate ed
deliver rEal valE for clien$,
sharchold.u and c'ur own
p.ople . No mention, you nole.
about comrnunities or thc public

The cmdt posidon is
unt nable and is an iNult to $e
sculptor and the people of

Those with the powcr to solve
rle problem, dd rc-establish
faith in their brud5, aft a lons
way away dd with tbeit
multinational p€npective
HoBhm is probably jusl e
iEitaring pinprick.

Bul we are not going to lel
1he nutter rest until thc swans
arE tully restorcd to lhcir former
glory dd past promis€s

The Ho/Jht'' Scicty is
concemed t&Nt the towh s
pasa p/9�sent tud futue and

seeks to pmob Egod plarnng
ttd desB, fot the buitt

envEonmert and oFh spaccs,
For moE idfomation and

detaik on hoe to join vbit our

vr'ww. hotsh amsoci ety. ot I ol
Elephone 0 ltlOi 2726 14.
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(see www.horshamsociety.org/local/swans0901.htm for updates to this story)




