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AS WE ente. wh.l promises to
t'€ ar eoDomically challenSirg
year nx th. country a! a whole
ftere is one quesdon $!t we
should b. dking our el4rcd

Con we trusi ihc majonry
panies in Horsham and
Chichester (for il is tiey rhar
ilkc the deeisions) io Forect
rhc things thar we value about

All isr ofren it seems budS€r
const ainh 6l gven as rhe
reason for teking decisions

un&dsfaatory, and oft€tr

To misqmte Oscd Wilde,
erEtimes councilloa s€m ro
I.now ihe pnce of ovcrylhing
ed the value of nothinS.

Lasr w@k th€ Couoty Tines
r€po.tcd thar Welt Sussex
Couty Council had d@id€d io
rcpl&e paving slabs wirh
blacttop. Thrit blact asphall
to you ad mc. The e6onr it is

No consid.rarion s€em! to
hav. b..n given io th€ fact it is
deprcsshSly ugly when frlshly
laid, of that a.fter meh
inevit bl€ patching it b€cones
an eyesoE. Price not volue.

By the iime you r.ad rhis.
bMinS ! Inst minutc mira.le,
the district council will have
mov.4 one sreP n.3r€r to

d.strcying Ho.rham Town HaI
as a comrnuniry feility.

The t@oD: it is said io b.
t@ expeDsive ro mainrain,
Tbeir figures do nol add up b
t is neverlheless amther
exmplc of price rathe. thm

Honhum couDcil coorirues to
make insufficieni ilv€strncnt in
the plmhg application
process. b€ing fe mo.e
inter€stcd in sp€.d of decision
and cosi thar the qualiry of
d.si8n of our ncw buildinSs.

The FsLllt is that too oflen il
is allowins sub-stmdard
d€v.lopment which willsiill b.
her€ to blight thc str€.r scen€ in
60 or morc yeds. A8ain. pric€

We arc told thar w. fde rhe
wont year for council fin$ces
ever, Stop fr a momenr and try

to rernomber when w€ have
€ver bc€n lold anyrhiDg elwl

Councillon iD celier days
faced equally difficult decisions
but thanliily i. most c6cs
prcte.red those lhings that we

How el* would we hav€ our
spl€ndid Horsham Puk. (he
Pavilions, tne musm ard the
Capitol? AU, I am sur.. could
havc b€en claimed to be r@

Pefiaps coeciUon then
e€r. clos.r io the coffnuniti.s
thcy repr€rentcdi p.ftaps they
urt€rstood bctt r that they *ere

communjty s ars€ts but Eusic.s.
If $vings have to be mde

then lct th€m bc in are$ where
they would b€ unnoticed. such
ae burcaucracy. nccdnSs od

We could offer 'norc
responsibiliti€s to Horshm\
thr€e ncrghbouinood cou.cils.
For very liide cosl they might
provide somc ot council
se ices lhai @ deliveftd
elsewheru by pdish councils.

Every de.ision Gprcrnts !
choic. made. In difficull lin€s
we should give lasting vahc
pre.edercc ov€r shon 1em
cost. It is fdse econony in ihc
lons M to do o$cr*ise.'Ihe H6hM Society is

.onccrncd about lhe to||n r
pa4 Wseat and future and

wks to $onote gyrd plubitg
a ! dcsign for the buill

envtument and opn spaes.
For norc infomtiu ed

detaik on ho|| rojoin vish ot'l

v || ||. hots h am s.r iet y. org d
telephone 0 I t03 2728 I 4.
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