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IT IS ofren rhc littlc things
rhat makc a big differcmc to
our urban envllonmcnr,

Each in thcir own may b.
relatively inconsequendal but
rogcrher rhey creale a Prctuc
df dn trncared tor s(eel \c.nc

One issue which we receive
many complaints abo'it is the
free standins advertising
olnels known !s A-boards -
ivhich shopkeepeB and others
place on lhe pavemenr outs'dc

In difficult tadirg times Lt

is easy to understand why
traders are kcen to tate .very
opponuD'ty ro altf4t cuslom
and it would be churlish ro
ban A-boads ahoSether whcn
orher. posBibly sdjocenr.
busir.68c6 are lic.nied by O.
council to €r.c1 tables lnd
ch.fi on lhe pav€m.nl.

Bur lhe pr$€nt situatioo is
gettiog out of hatd wrth som.
premrks havmg a many as
tlr4 A-boards, o(en a long
way ftom their enrrancc.

Nor only ale Uesc unsi8hrly
but rhey can bc dang€rous to

whal is n€eded is a
voluntao code which restncts
each shop to a singlc A"board
pl&ed no funhcr than a m€trc
iiom thei. entrance. We
*ould u.8e the town s traders
ro aci resDonsibly and
exe.cise ;estraini before

Dublic Dressure ins'sts on
inor. firmal conrols.

Another btol on ltle to$n rs
the plethora of str€ct signt
which se€m to spnng up tn an

Neq signs and posts ar€
ofren.recred. when wnh a bit
of forethoughl the existing
posts and lalnp stlndards

The r€sullic sn una$active
mess which serves to confuse
rathcr than inform and must
be a safety hazard. It is lime
the cooncil had a bliiz on
s1rcct signs, rcmoving all but
rhe most essential and
radonalising those that

And ihen ftere is slreel
prrking. The Causeway,
DerhaDs fte town s mosl
;iciur;sou. locadon, has
bccome ; car park rot the

Blue Brdge holde$ arc
allowed to park on double
yellow lines ifit is necessary
to oblain reasonable access
but rhis is not meant as a
subsriNte for adequate
dedicat d parking spaces for
rh. disabled.

It is & nonsense ftal we
tolerat. a siNation in whicb
thc disabled routinely park in
lGarions vhich would result
in a parking tick.t for anYone

Eithef ther€ is jusiific.tion
for bannin8 pdk'ng or nor.
and ifrher. is il should applY
to everyonc ofter than in
€xceprional cif cumslances.

ll is not clear whether th€
presenl situation is the resulr
of som. Blu€ Badse holders
abusing their privilege, the
council failins to provide

sufficient pdking bays for the
disdbled in appropriale Plac,es
dr tb€ recenl rnlro{uclron or
charges for fte disabled in the

Whrlever the caus.. 'l ls
time thai the acccss groups
.nd rhc council 8ot togetber
ro son it oul because lhe
pr€sent situation is an
eyesorei cf estes resentment
and does nothing to fudher
rhe legilimate crse for betler

disabilities.
The Hoishan SocietY is

conceme.l aboul the to\'r'n s
past, ptele|t an l ftturc atd.

sceks to pnmoE Sorro
plznnine tnd ds)gn for the
buin envtnnmcnt tnd oPert

s'aces. Fot tnore infonnation
lDd details on ho* to ioin

visit ou website
v w w.hoshansoc iety. otg.
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