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The law of unintended consequences
bV JOhn Prc.nmsr locari,{\
:. , . wnert burrdrngi m no
)tee|e ldeer $red ro modem neds

Cha rman Of se msr,lbd wals !o qtend

convesions or rcraining the
fa9ad. and r€building behind n.
Thi6 approa.h se€m! !o be
gai$irg suppon but it is
cndangercd by ttc way in which
dte council inMp€ts its own

A cllnent eJ(anple is the
Nonlbrook ColcSc building in
Hurst Road. This sit was
identifi€d by fie council as a

r€developmc silc in lhc L.cd
D.v.lopm. Frarework.

In coftnon with all such sires
dl€ number of new homcs
whi.h it war said could b€ fincd
in wd divcd al simply by

the Hofsham

THIS $e€k we will look ar !
couple of €xarnples where
Honham Dstrict Corncil
apP.ars to have failcd to rhink
policies through propedy, thus

uninldd€d cons€qu€nces.'Ihe Horshan Soci€ry ond
lnany Count, Tirne!
con$pondents have argu€d thc
ce fd prote.ting our Vicician
heritaSe. paniculely the fcw
rcmaining large bujldins8 in

dsDnng a density of mud 75
homes per hectarc. On this bais
n wd said thal the Northbmk
College silc could @omodale

The problem is lhat what
should have be€n oeated as an
indic.tive maximum seems lo

dcvelop€rs bd thc ouncil iiself

In the ca.st of Nonnbrool
Collese n is sirnply l)ot possible

dcommodate 13 homcs without
demolishing the €xisting
building. So. dle council's own
policy is in danger of crcating d
presunption that such buildinsN

Now Honhan Town Hall.
The couDcil hs decided lo
rnarkct thc building for

Forgei for dre moment *hether
this is in itsclf a good idca.
W]'al is morc worrying is thar
rhe deision scems t0 have beo
ut.n rvithoul fully sorking
rbough the consequences.

Elen were the Registrar lo
move ou of $e rown hall - lnd
thcrc scclrs ro hdvc ben little

dlem$v€ l(ration - and
lssuming n\e Utchens and othe!
senice areus would be on lhe
liFt floor, thc usble arc! of thc
grcund flux is unlikcly ro
prcvide a l[8c enough spa@
for a rcslauret lo jusrift the
lcvel of inlestmcnt requiftd.

Could this be *hy dcre is
rall of a glbs cxrcnsbn to the
frcrr of ihe buildingl hst
week's denial of the rumour by

coucilor Lindsay w6 fe li()m

The concems .ais.d by
ClDseway residenls and othe6
abour vhere fie resraurer will
sroe rubbish md kitchen wasle
hlve not been addrcssed nl ull.
This sbould have been one of
the lrst things lhe council
considercd. Maybe il is hoping
for a plaruinS ryplication that
will nagically solle the

The Horshan S$iety ls
ancemed aboa he bwn s
Past, wsent nd tatffi 4d

sceks to onote eo<d planning
and dcsiet, fot the btill

envt^,ntunr no qEn sPMs.
Fe noft intmtion nd

dcttlL on hos to joii risit ort
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