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Time to re-open the debate on housing

lons arsued that 0|e district has
b€e-n forced !o olan for more
new homes than required for its
continued economic ProsPenty.

The assumptions that an
over-supply of housing will
reduce Drices and that there is
lo choice but to continue
forever to build more homes rn
the crowded South East must be
challenged. It is time to re-oPen
the debate.

me Horsham SocietY is
concemel about tlE town's
pasa. Present and futurc and

*eks to Vomote god Planntng
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environment aid opn sPaces.
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THE DOWNTURN in the
housing narket plesents ciitical
new challetrges to the delivery
of curcnt policy for the
orovisiou of new homes.- 

At the same time it provides
ao opportunity to rc-oPen the
debate on how many new
homes we really need in Ore
South East, aod in Horsham
district in particular.

National house building
policy is managed duough a
complex set of legal
arralgements which culminate
in each housing authority - tn
our case Honham District
Council - setting out its
policies and plans in a l,ocal
beveloomeni Framework.

The pocess was designed to
ensure the delivery of new
homes at a rate essentially
dictat€d by central and regional
sovemment.- 

Horsham district is obliged to
deliver over 10,000 Dew hones
between 2ml and 2O18, with
separate annual targets.

For what remains of this
period a.lmost all the gowth is
olanned to come from the

developments west of Horsham
and/fiest of CrawleY.

With the seveae downtum in
the housing nurket it now
seems inevitable that in the
medium term at least the
number of new homes will fall
below the DlaDrcd rate.

The couitcil will then be
forced to please mor€ land fol
housins fiom a 'rcserve list' ,
with n; certainty that it will be
built or and ds€fore make
cood the shortrall.- 

Meanwhilc, next year the
council must review its Core
Strategy - the docurnent that
s€ts out fututp housing targets.
This time the planning horizon
must stretch to 2026.

A new South East Plan,

which is still making its slow
progess tlmugh the plaming
bureaucracv. calls for an even
higher go;th rate up to 2026
thaIl suggesled by current Plans

And only this week a
sovemment think-tank has
;a[ed for a fudher increase of
half a million new homes
across England as a waY of
ddving down house pnces,
thercby ircr€ashg
affordability.

This is all very worrying
because even at the prcsent
planred rat€ of go$th, udess
there is a radical change of
heart, the council will be foEed
to find laDd for possibly 5,000
additional new homes.

The HoNham Society has


