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THE RECENT controversy
over a plafiiing apPlicatioD for
a large retirement cornplex aI
Fayg-ate provides a sqrk
rem.inder of the importance to
the town of the strategic gaPs
between Horsham and
Cnwley, aDd Horsham and
Southwater.

It is only the stong PolicY of
presumptlon agarnsl
aevelopment in the gaPs that
has and will continue to

pr""eoty'cbul"sc"nceof
iommunities. The council was
riebt to tum down the
aiolication at FaYgate because
ifflew in the face of currcnt
Dlanninq Dolicies But next'vear 

thii will be a review of
;hat is called the core
Strategy and develoPers alrd
others will b€ Pressing to
overtum the policY on stategic
9aitsis 

essential that counci ors
staDd firm because otherwise
the long feared Crawsham will
become a reality.

Otrce the Dlanned Dew
develoomenjr west of CrawleY

. has bein comPleted there will
only be a gaP of a litde over
two miles betweetr the two
towns.

Residents on the north-east

of tbe town will be as close to
the boutrdary with Crawley as
they are to Carfax

whv should we worry about
coales'cence? APart,from the
drcadft.rl prospect ot a searruess
urban sprawl 

-ftom 
Broadbridge

Heath to the M23, what is at
stake is the loss of commumty
identity and community sPirit.

Neither Ehould we be
complacent about the
Horshan/Southwatel strate glc
gap just b€.ause curentlY the
greatest tlueat seems to be me
;ver-growing Crawley. It is no
l€ss important

Developers have therl eyes
on this narrow stretch of
countryside too and must not
be allowed to destroy the
identity of Southwater bY
annexing it to Horshaa!.

It is well known that thele is
an optimum siz€ for towos
whe; they 8re larye enoughto
sustain a wide range oi servrces
and amenities but still small
enough that residents can relate

. to th;m. ard to each other.
Areuablv. Hotsham is

alreaiy ro<i large. when You
ask townspeople whele they
live they ofter do not reply
'Horsham'. but instead answer
with the name of theil locality
such as Holbrook or RoffeY
This is evidence that Horsham
is becoming too large for'people 

to identify. with and
risks outgrcwrng lts
conmumty.

The Horshan Society
believes that the time has come
to Drevent the further growth
of 

-I{orsham 
beYond that

alrcady planoed and to
concentrate on strengthenmg
the economy by enhancing the
quality of what we already
have.

lf at some stage in the-futute
rhere is funher Pressure lor
development serious
consideration must be given to

a new town. Meanwhile, it is
vital that we all contrnue to
resist any develoPment in the
stlategic gaPs

The Horsharn Society ts
concemed about the town's
past, ptesent and fufure and
seeks to Promote gooo
plamiog and design for $e
built environment and open
sDaces.' 

For more infonnation visit
the website
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