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Negative image is unfair to Nimbys
ARE YOU a Nimby (Not In
My Bact Yaid)? I am.nd I
believe th$ \e Ninbys (d
shodd it b€ \unbies?) oudl
no! bc $hlrnad althouch w. @
otun calt h +t uifavo-uEbl.
light.I ask yo|r is it fa

we are !.cfscd of b€ing
s€Ifirh.d thdrc i, no doubt
'har uomc or + are driven by
p.Bonal \elt-hler€st Ir may be
tlt. fcd of loshg a favouritc
vi.w or lhe fidl& where wc c@
&Ie rhe chldtn or wll} th.
dog.

rccendy tned to block thc
co$tru.lior of e mcx. to
hous€ [l€ fmdies of injur€d
soldien. They cl.imed lhat iheii
horEs could los€ value.

Thc rcality is thal w€ Ninbys
cooc€m ou$elv€s wrth .!'ents
in our balk yllds b€caus€ wc
have the local knowledSe.
Mainly we ehaJ€ a love ot our
enurunmonti oPpos. cnang€
and lavou ihe status quo atic
and we tend to fsll inio two
groups - the old€r residenc

environnont the way we have
always known it Md thc ncwer
uivals who w&t to k.ep thc
way n wrs when they lnived.

whichever Sroup we belore

cxp.n.nce of amenity s@iclics
and iNriNnons such as rhc
CPRE thot most of us obj€.t to
d€velopnents in our bmk yar{t
not becau* of where they arc
but be.uuw of what tbcy e,
Given similu circumsiances we
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would also obj@i to simild
developments in orh.r back

The fact is thar here 3re
decisbns to b€ iil(en dd lhe
queslions ,ie who shoDld lake
thcm and on whar basisl

ShoDld decisions be taken
locally by Town Halls or
c€rtr.tly by Whitehdl? Ldal
adminisranons - ofteD with
limiled resouces have bccn
el€.ied to ei on our behalf on a
csc by cs. basis. Ccnlral
govcmment - generally with
more extensrve reso!rces -
tends 10 reflecr nadonal hsues
and impose one size fits otl
policies witi a belief in tiugcrs
and p€rLrmancc me$!res.

Whcn decisions ee taken
should they be guided by a

senf of fair play and desiSned
b sirike a baldce between
conflicring inieresis or should
they seek some lighf deision
designed ro achieve lhe Brearest
good for rbe gre.test number
dd decided on the merits of $e
e8ume.1s. nol by the elaiive
strengths of rbe dispuldts or
rhos with thc sharp.r elbows
or by pressurc gnups with the
loudest voices? And how far
should th. public inter$ tE
allowed k, intrudc in pnvate

Of course thes€ are all
difficuit qu€stions but they mry
explain why Nimbys have !
neSutive irnlge. Afier all eight
of the Ten Commodmeris ee
Thou Shali Nois and only two
Thou Shalis.ln Sltrey th


