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wE HAVE a probl.m. In 196l
the musical 'S!op th. World -
I Wanr to cct Off' op€ned in
the West End. It proved very
popular and re for 485

Of course w. can r 'usr !.r
off *hcn developers ci:mi
alonS with yet arothcr
proposal to demolkh one of
the dwindling nunb€. of our
viclonan family homcs and
rcpla.e it with one morc
inappropriar. block of flars.

Not only wilt 1vc mis a
friendy face but we shall have
to live wi$ a replacenent
whjch Fods our aI &F wrcn8
me$ag.s ArE th.E any
altematives? I Oink therc m.

If rh€ building is tisred d of
special rchnectual or
historical imponmce it canDot
be demolhh.d, extended or
alt.rcd without consent and we
can simply say 'no" bur it is
unlikcly to b€ pd.ctcd in rhh
way if ir wrs buift aft.r 1840.

One altehative is to make
rhc buildins fir for purpose bul
0'a my be easicr said rhan
donc because lcrislaiion and
homc owners ai d.mending
eveFnsiD8 s|,nddds uf energy
conservalion and effici.ncy.
sound insulation, sructural snd
firc safety and tc.ers for ftc

disabled. C.n w€ at ledt teep
rh€ f&ade lnd .ebuild behind
it? Yos. but mt always-

A saond altemative is to
a.cept demolition and adopr
some 'traditional' sryl€ for the
new buildinSs bul this car only
bc a shon tem dsw€r. Therc
is more r,o r€sp€ctin8 the
hadiriond v.lues which
chanct rise our h€rillg€ rhan
recyclinS some 'clip an'
features which have rhen

A thid altcm ive is ro look
to Doaem solutions to meet
our chnging lif€ styles a|ld
practical nee&. Wc ccrtainly
demand modem solutions to
meet many of our orhcr Dccds,

The probl.m is thal the very
wo.d modem' is enough ro

str&ghtlwoy of high-rise flars.

sboppng centros ed ofiice
bl@ks allhough ifmodem
design is good it c0 sp€aL to
us iD a very differenl voice.
The trouble is rhat too lir eof

Perhaps we should give
good modcrn design morc

opponunity, At presenr we
suffer from a viciou! circle -
few ofus se€ it and fcwef slill
arc fonunlte €nouih to
actually exp€rience it. Therc
are gqld e,Gmples bu1. like
Sood maDn rs,lhey arc iaken
for grarted and paas unnoriced
dd perhaps that ir is ho\! ii

How should w. approach
mod.m design? Ddc I say
wr0' an op€n (bur nor empry,
mind? St phen Bfll.y sa){ ft 
deslgn is about problem,

solving and m@ting needs. not

That is inportarr; a siyle is
not a packag€ ro be chosen (or
rejected) liom a bor marked'styles . Ir h just o[e more srep
on a long rudd lcading ioto rh,
futurc. Aier all what we Fe !d
histo.ical mw was modem in

What mane.s is whcrhcr ihe
desjgn h nr for irs purpos..
r nar srmpry melns rcrFcnnS
rts setting. usina de.enr
mdterirh Jnd above all pirins
plea\u.e. Ler 'r sF* an-d b.-

Th. future has always been
sp€culalive, but in ft.se days
of unprccedent d chansc, new
rechnologics and possibiluies,
rc-evaiualing th. shnpe oI our


