
Civic leaders need a long-term vision
by John
Steele

chairman oJ
the Horsham

Society

THIS week the Hosham

eyewihess account of rh€
changcs iD the towr over thc
hst 25 years.

t ong tilne resid.nts stiu
mom somc of the loss$, such
ar the Clpitol Theatre, but
overall w€ are fonuDai. in
having iancd the motor
vchicl€, and cftat€d an
attractive p€d$rrian zone
linting Piries Place, Cadax,

LETIERS TO THE EDITOR

Swm Walk, ed Wes! Str@t
with th€ hu8e Saibsbury\

tnsfonnation was not alhi€ved
B a rcrult of scrcndipity. bLit
through ar .xt_aordinary shar€d
ckrity of vaion bctw..n kcy
elected €ouDcillo$ and tdened

They were individuals who
lov.d and und€rstood theil
iom. They krcw it had to
changc if it was io prospcr bd
they were preparcd to bc bold.

Some of dleir decisions were
unpopular at the tirm bur
almo$ withour exc€ption they
werc prcled io b€ right.

Th. lcation of Sainsbu.y's
nev siorc in the hcan of ihe
town cente *as probably thc
most imponant because it

rcversed what seenred to b€ an
inexorable flow of shoppers to
out of rowr superstores.

PeAaps the lelst succesful
elemenl h The Forum. An
uninvitirg wind-swept plate8u,
it has yel 10 win th€ h€ans of
Hosham rcsiden$ and visitors.
This is unfiDish.d busines od
hop€rully someone will com€

With one vision compl€ted.
Horsham no* slands at a
crcssroads. We can r€st on our
lawk. pnde ous.lvcs on
Iiving in one of the bcst pl@s
in thc conntry, and .elu. Or
we can push fo|ward with a
ncw vision for the 2lst

Thc cconomic and wial
chnges $e country fac.s in
fte yefis ahcad makes tl'e

rcvolutionisiDg our work

entenlinmert. and the way in
whicb we shop and this will
have a profoDnd unprct on
comnunities. Eioer we
atempt to control events and
move wilh thc tim.s or wc risk

We need to leln f.om our
pa3t success. Even if we
thought we knew exacdy whar
will b€ necded in 25 yea '
timc ii would b. pointless lo
try to draw a blueprinr for

What is needed is . shar€d
vision of the son of town we
w6t Ho6hM to b€. against
which individual decisiors can

Ard we n@d civic lead€rs
wilh pasion dd pride in our
toen, cluity of vision, ed the
forcsight to put todry\ issues
anddecisions in a longer term

The H6hM Sfi.ty, onc
of the lalgest amenity societie!
in the counuy, is ptkciptlly
conccncd with watehing ovet
th. heitage ot th. town,

It seeks to ponote gdd
plannine and desiqn for the
buin envircnment aAd open
spaces of Honha,'] and speak
up fo rcsidents when it
.ohsi.led decision ntkinS to
b. detimental to the we -
beitg of the to||ns chaact t.

Fo noe ilfonnanon, please

wew.ho6hmilciety.otS


