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Time to wake uP to threat to our town
by John
Steel€

chairman of
the Horsham

Socrety

WHAT mat.s Holsham such a
so€.ial lown in which !o livc?_ 

Of cou$e therc arc many
rcssons, but lbov€ all it_is the
disrin tive ch8racler and unquc

.ovirornent that Sire it & scns.

W. d fonunatc tlrat oor
medreval Gigins as a msket
bM re snll visible nor only n

some surviving buildings but in
thc lavout of the to*n c.ntre

ft would b€ difftcult lo stand
ir the Carfax a.d nistate the
s(eet scene for anYwbcre elrc'

Th. enclosurc offte
cdlmon and the alrival of the'
|ailway brouSht the Viclooan
boom with ils magnific€nt
d€t&h€d houscs and 'conrc
tenaccs lhal we ch€rish today

ChanS€ is alwllYs wrth us'

stiduhting vri€tY of hildings

Ho\te!€r chatge needs to be
controlled atd manated if {e
aE not to lose the be$ of rhe
old in pu6uil of the nev.

Pieemql FdeveloPmenl
and too linle concem for Sood

dcaign in r€placement buildinSs
ar€ lhr€g|en1ng our ()wn

Recent evenh suggesi lhal
Ho$ha$'s heritage is in
greltcr danger thm at lnY ume

A nunb€r of sisnificanl
Victorian buildings - Kesttel
House in Nonl' Parlde. the
formcr ,n college in Hurst
Rosd and the Nelson Public
horr - are under ftred o!
demolition.lo be rePlaced tl
scems. by yel morc bl€ks of
fla$.

Blildings a$ not onlY
impondt in ien s of lheir
contribution & the sftet scene
but lhe pan they PlaY in the lifc
of the commu tY.

HoNhm Town H.ll. once

our lilla8€ hall and venu. for
coundes Dublic evcnrs maY.
rffcr yesa ofn.glecr' be $ld
off for comrn€tcd usc

Thc King's Head. no1 so
I , 'ngr8, ,abutybd PoPular  .
meering pla... ls lell tnuncrea
wift d unc.ndn tlllure

we should bc ablc io rely
upon Honham DisEict council
lo a$ as gulrdun ol out
hcritlre bur iDst€ad $ere seems
to be;  *nse. t  mcvrrcb, l i ry
as if thcrc is no altemaive to
our being ut the mercy of
comercial itEresis riding
roushshod over he very
chdeter ol out lo*n

lr is lime to sake llp to *hat
is hapP€nin8 beforc it is loo
lat€. Once ld1. our henEge can

a The HcAhM sdiev' oac
of the ltgc$ eneNtY so{je.acs
in thc counttY, ts Wnctryx
fficmed \rith vatching ovel
he hedsge of thc town.

It seels to FdnoE 8o@
planning and dcsiSa fu lE
built cnvto tr€,lt andown
soaccs of Honhan and ,P.tLs
io for rcsidcnts whcn il
;.'Ijden &cision n*k8 to
be .led�inental to the wll'bcine
of the town s cntacter'

Fot morc ifiomatnn or to
be@ne a nP�dbc/ at nodest
cosr. vitir rrc wcbsitc
ewkno/sr{ttdiery'o.&
phone0140j 272814 tt eite
io 2 Old Denne Aardets
Ho6han, RHl2 IIA


